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480 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY. 

work invites the cooperation of American scholars. Americans have a strong 
native bent towards statistics, and in the case of philologians that bent is 
made more decided by the absence of apparatus. One can always become 
master of a critical text edition, and counting is not denied to any one. When 
it comes to inferences the danger begins, and Ritter has found and will find 
critics to question his conclusions. Even facts are not so easily caught as some 
fancy, and who that has taken out his grammatical butterfly-net has not been 
exposed to disappointment and mortification ? But the limits of an ordinary 
review have already been transcended and there is no room for further remark 
or criticism. B. L. Gildersleeve. 



Ueber den zweiten Teil der Odyssee, von Dr. C. Reichert. iv + 92 pp. 
Berlin, Mayer & Miiller, 1889. 

This is a dissertation to prove that KirchhofPs " Fortsetzer " and " Bearbeiter " 
were one and the same (see A. J. P. VIII, p. 415). It also seeks to distinguish 
the composition of this " Redaktor " from the older material which he incor- 
porated into his work. As compared with the results of Wilamowitz's or 
Seeck's analyses, the conclusions of Reichert point to far less variety of source 
for our Odyssey, and far greater activity on the part of one compiler. The 
method of investigation is much more conservative and restrained than that of 
Wilamowitz and Seeck, but still it produces many logical " kartenhauser," or 
cumulative possibilities. The whole structure rests on the imperfect proof, in 
the first chapter, that the author of v 185 ff. and n knew and used k /j. and the 
Telemachy. Considering the slight proportion which our Iliad and Odyssey 
bear to the mass of epic poetry extant when they were compiled, the fact that 
one verse is more happily used in k than in v, and that two hemistichs in v 
resemble two in k enough to have been suggested by them, is by no means 
sufficient to prove v later than and indebted to k. Much of the criticism of 
the quality of poetry in v which this first chapter contains, is far fetched. 
Until this first premise is greatly strengthened, the conclusions of the following 
chapters, so far as they depend upon those of the first, must be doubted. . 

Not to give these conclusions in detail, let it be here said merely that the 
investigation, like all those of the same class, carries dissection and analysis 
beyond all due bounds, and builds constructive theories of composition on too 
slight evidence. At the same time it is useful in sharpening the principles of 
Homeric interpretation, and in making it more clear that the Iliad and Odyssey 
are artificial elaborations of folk-song. 

To arguments of the following sort we can never allow any force : ij> 152 is 
possibly from v 170, part of the adventure with Cyclops , v 237 is from 1 273, 
also part of the adventure with Cyclops ; ergo ip 152 and v 237 are by the same 
author (p. 14). Or, the author of v borrows from k ; the author of borrows 
from k ; hence the author of v was the author of (p. 60). Nor can we allow 
subjective impressions of the relative poetical merit of passages to decide their 
parentage (pp. 18, 21, 27, etc.). 

It makes the reading of the book very hard that the author uses " Redaktor " 
and " Dichter der Verwandlung " synonymously. The separate conclusions 
also might have been summarized and emphasized much better. The chapters 
follow each other in a rambling and desultory way. Nevertheless, after all criti- 
cism, the book is suggestive and will be fruitful. B. P. 



